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A Time for Courage 


While men are fighting over the 
world for what they believe, is it not 
a time for courage at home? Many 
men have fought for what they be- 
lieve, but returned to find they were 
betrayed. That happened in 1917-18, 
and there is grave danger that it will 
happen again in this war. 

American boys do not want to give 
their lives to protect trade routes, 
the world-wide oil monopolies, inter- 
national finance and colonies; yet that 
will happen unless the people of 
America are awakened to the insi- 
dious trends that are slowly com- 
manding the direction of the war 
effort. 

Between the Lines, with its widely 
scattered listening posts, is uniquely 
prepared to get the running picture 
of these trends to those people who 
are stout-hearted and who care. Ma- 
terial and information sufficient to fill 
a fifty-page magazine are condensed 
to a few sharp revealing sentences 
which are sent to you regularly for a 
dollar a year. Thousands of our 
readers have expressed their gratitude 
to us for this unusual service. There 
are thousands more who also would 
be grateful to know of this fellowship 
of truth. Will you help us reach 
them? Tell others about Between 
the Lines. Pass on your copy when 
you are through with it. 











Race Problem Growing 


Reports continue to reach us from vari- 
ous sections of the country of growing 
racial antagonisms. Most of these reports 
have not been permitted to reach the press. 

Numerous outbreaks between colored 
soldiers and white citizens occur regularly 
in the South, and news of these outbreaks 
is suppressed. Even killings are usually 
not reported beyond military authorities. 
Colored soldiers have been beaten up by 
white local police and, in turn, other colored 
troops have gathered and beat up the white 
policemen. Shots are often fired, frequent- 
ly with serious results. 


In New York, four high school pupils 
were injured, one seriously, during a fight 
which broke out in the school cafeteria be- 


(Continued on next page) 


AS AMERICAN BOYS FIGHT their way into imprisoned Europe they will make 
an important spiritual discovery. They will find that the forces which have withstood 
Nazi suppression with greatest resolution and power are the forces of religion. Village 
priests and pastors will greet them everywhere, and our troops will find that around 
these brave and humble men of faith the courage and power of resistance to tyranny 
have centered. 

Others of our fighting men who are in the South Pacific area also have rediscovered 
the value of religion as they have rediscovered the missionary and the immeasurable 
service he has been rendering to the world. 

Now, can some one please suggest what can be done to make the folks here at home 
make these discoveries ? 


X-Ray and Forecast 


Thousands of American parents join anxious hands and hearts across the sea today 
with thousands of English parents whose sons are fighting side by side once more in 
a war that was supposed to have been finished in 1918. Today they know their sons 
who fought and died in World War I were betrayed. The great common fine demo- 
cratic people of England and America are now asking if they are going to be betrayed 
again. Are their leaders, some of whom have made a sham of democracy, going to 
put power politics before a people’s peace; are their industrialists and financial leaders 
again going to put economic privilege and profits above the price of a boy’s life? 


Status Quo Strategy 

Now that the battle for Europe is under way, keep certain things uppermost in your 
mind: It can all end quickly in a tidal wave of revolt and revolution, but few people 
realize that that is what Allied political leaders will try hard to prevent. The strategy, 
as revealed in Italy and Africa, is not just to defeat the Nazis, but to do it in such a 
way that with one hand we wield the sword while with the other we do our utmost to 
maintain the status quo of the present ruling classes and the general international econo- 
mic structure that, for the most part, still exists under the surface of Nazi domination. 
Multiple millions of Europeans do not want the status quo maintained. They hate the 
Nazis most but hate their own claques of aristocrats and millionaire families next. 
They want to see a changed world, but the London Churchill policy is determinedly 
against this desire, and, fortunately or unfortunately, our political leadership has been 
either too weak or too indecisive to overcome this enforced policy. 


Russian Plans 


The great mystery to watch unfold is this: What will Russia do? At present, 
Stalin, on the surface at least, has appeared to be willing passively to cooperate in the 
status quo plans. But what about the presence of literally millions of communists 
and communist sympathizers among workers’ groups all over Europe? Is Stalin secret- 
ly working with them? 

In spite of all the propaganda to the contrary, no one is sure what Russia’s armies 
may do. There is a master plan, of course, but how easily a new situation could 
develop, with Stalin moving with the lightning stroke he has used often before to meet 
what the world will be told was an unforeseen development. 

There is reason to believe that London will not permit the battle of Europe to be 
pushed too fast ... it may blow up from within and create a situation that only God 
can comprehend and control. Churchill is, therefore, using all the pressure at his 
command on Washington officialdom and Allied leaders to proceed cautiously. 

Watch the progress of the battle with these factors in mind, and you will be able 
to be your own interpreter of the news and your own prophet. 

Wars Within Wars 

Behind the world battle fronts, the economic struggle—even between the Allies— 
continues unabated. News of this war-within-the-war is kept from the people. We 
have reported to our readers phases of the struggle from time to time, and now, as the 
climactic battle of battles develops in Europe, every Christian should keep in mind 


these problems that must be faced and solved in Christian justice before there can be 
a lasting peace. 


(Continued on next page) 
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Race Prejudice in America 


A Nazi-minded individual in the uniform of an American Army 
general told an investigating committee of Congress that the Jap- 
anese of the west coast had been put in concentration camps because 
“a Jap is a Jap.” Yet today the record of Japanese-Americans at 
the front is as high as that of any other citizen. 

There was more behind this un-American procedure than the 
military mind and war jitters. A California pastor reports, “Ex- 
cept for these California agricultural and banking interests there 
would not have been any greater ‘military necessity’ here than in 
Hawaii, and we would not now have a Japanese problem.” 

According to a recent report of the United Christian Council for 
Democracy, the advice of bank representatives on evacuation boards 
was, “Sell everything for whatever you can get out of it.” To what 
homes and businesses are these citizens to be restored? This new 
running sore the war has opened in our body politic will not heal 
until full reparation is made. 

The main discrimination against the Negro in our war effort is 
the Jim Crow policy of the Army and Navy. In the Army, with 
few exceptions, the Negro is placed in separate units or in labor 
battalions. In the Navy, Marines and Coastguard, most of the 
training is segregated and possibilities of promotion are limited. No 
colored woman may enter t!:e Waves, Spars, Marines or Waafs, only 
the Wacs. Our armed forces call monthly for 7,000 graduate nurses. 
There are over 7,000 Negro graduate nurses; only 202 have been 
permitted to enter. 

Segregation is defended by the military authorities on the ground 
of precedent and “it is expedient and satisfactory to do so.” The 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals of the New York District 
has ruled two to one that the practice of setting separate draft 
quotas for Negroes and whites does not constitute illegal discrimina- 
tion. 

Persistent efforts have broken through race barriers at some 
points. The Army now has a few mixed officer candidate schools, 
combat and hospital units, training units for technicians. It has 
recently graduated twenty-four Negro aerial navigators and form- 
ed a Negro paratroop unit. But opportunities are not nearly equal 
to the capacities shown by the record of the 99th Negro Fighter 
Squadron in Italy. 

It was because of persistence in organizing segregated air train- 
ing centers against his strong disapproval that William H. Hastie, 
former Federal judge and law school dean, resigned as civilian aid 
to Secretary Stimson after serving two years. He declared that 
from the beginning the air force had not wanted Negro personnel, 
and he said, “This attitude is the result of wholly unscientific notions 
that race somehow controls a man’s capacity and aptitudes.” He 
also charged that Negro aviation units were expanded without de- 
fining specific military duties for them so that odd jobs of common 
labor were the characteristic assignment. 

At the beginning of the war a Negro in the Navy could only be 
a messman. At the Great Lakes Training Station 1,500 a week 
are now being graduated for general duty, the top ranking men as 
petty officers. The training is segregated, but not certain recrea- 
tional and cultural activities. Openings on combat vessels are limit- 
ed at present to destroyer tenders, anti-sub craft and PT boats. 
Twenty-two Negroes will soon be commissioned as officers, with 
segregated ships ready for them. 

The Maritime Training Schools for the Merchant Marine are 
on the basis of racial equality. There are-now three merchant ships 
carrying war supplies with Negro skippers, mixed staffs and crews, 
all members of the National Maritime Union. They uniformly re- 
port harmonious relations and effective work. 

At Fort Knox, Kentucky, December 23, 1941, a parade ground 
was dedicated in honor of a Negro private who was the first member 
of our armed forces to give his life in this war, and Major General 
Devers said, “ . . . neither creed nor race draws a demarcation line 
in this hour of national crisis.” 

A white winner of the Distinguished Service Cross said recently : 
“In overseas hospitals there is an unmarred record of fine mutual 
relations between white and colored troops. White orderlies take 
care of colored soldiers and vice versa . . . The closer you get to 
the actual fighting the more recognition there is, from the command 
to the rank and file, that playing on prejudice is harmful to the war 
effort.” 

From the camps come complaints that the Negro is often treated 
as a second class citizen. Rev. J. L. Horace, President of the II- 
linois Baptist Convention, surveyed for the Fraternal Council of Ne- 
gro Churches ten camps in the South where Negroes are stationed. 


He reported tc the War Department that: “The nearby civilian 
community, not the War Department, determines the way these men 
are treated. Policemen are cruel and revengeful and the Army per- 
mits them to take jurisdiction. Civilians treat colored soldiers as 
undesirable, causing many Negroes to take similar attitudes for fear 
of unpleasant reactions; so Negro soldiers often refuse to take leave 
and become embittered. It is difficult for Negro soldiers to get 
hospital treatment or adequate attention in clinics. One Negro bat- 
talion was trained for two years as artillery men, then made into 
a labor outfit.” 

What the Army has to contend with was sharply shown when 
Chairman May of the House Military Affairs Committee attacked 
the proposed use in orientation courses of a pamphlet, “Races of 
Mankind,” which refuted Hitler’s race theories. He erroneously 
charged that it represented the northern Negro as the intellectual 
superior of the Southern white. The pamphlet was withdrawn but 
the CIO is sending it to its member list of more than 100,000 names 
in the armed forces. 

More serious in long time consequences, because it lends itself 
to the perpetuation of unscientific race theories and the doctrine 
and practice of race superiority, is segregation in the blood bank. 
The scientific fact is that all possible tests, biological, physiological, 
chemical, microscopic, show that all blood is similar except for the 
four medical types which occur in the blood of all people. Ex- 
perience clinches the matter. 

In all yellow fever areas our soldiers and sailors are protected 
by vaccination. The Rockefeller Foundation Report for 1943 states 
that all yellow fever vaccine used since 1937 is the result of an 
original strain obtained in 1927 by its laboratories in a fever-ridden 
district of West Africa from a native named Asibi. Yet to white 
supremacy Congressmen the proposal to take the labels off the blood 
bank is “one of the schemes of these fellow travellers to try to mon- 
grelize the nation.” 


Totalitarianism and American Education 


American educators are protesting an attempt on the part of 
China’s Ministry of Education to direct the thoughts and actions of 
Chinese students who attend American universities and colleges. 

The Chinese Education Ministry has recently proposed that the 
“thinking and actions” of Chinese students in foreign countries be 
subjected to strict supervision, the Chinese embassies to cooperate 
with “Offices of Superintendent of Students” in this regard. The 
regulating agencies would have power to terminate the course of 
study of any young Chinese man or woman whose conduct was found 
“improper” or “contradictory to the Three People’s Principles.” 

The trend toward totalitarianism in China is thus becoming ap- 
parent in American life, and it is significant that in their reaction 
to this new ruling of the Chinese government American educators 
are proving that education can—and should—be the guardian of truth 
and human rights. 

A memorandum is being circulated among our colleges and un- 
iversities declaring the Chinese regulations regrettable, unacceptable 
and a violation of the principles of freedom for which China herself 
is fighting. The memorandum also states that the educational re- 
strictions are apparently not representative of the “policy of the 
Chinese Republic or the opinion or sentiment of the Chinese people,” 
and are “contrary to the best traditions of American education and 
scholarship and to that liberty of thought and of teaching to which 
American colleges and universities are dedicated.” 

Foreign students from any countries—Brazil, Russia, Poland, 
Greece—are now enrolled at American universities, and after the 
war their numbers will doubtless be many times multiplied. Ameri- 
can educational standards would be considerably hampered if not 
actually imperilled by constant official control of the thoughts and 
actions of these special students of various citizenship. 

Leading educational institutions, foreseeing this difficulty, are now 
trying to discourage the Chinese restrictions, although they realize 
that the problem is not peculiarly a Chinese one. Some universities 
are officially refusing admittance to students so regulated, some are 
unofficially requesting that such students enjoy intellectual freedom 
and some have formulated no policy but prefer that their students 
not be hampered by outside interference. 

American educational leaders recognize China as a powerful ally, 
expressing warm and deep admiration for her struggle for freedom. 
They urge that the restrictive orders be annulled or modified in 
order that Chinese-American relations may continue to be those of 
“friendship and mutual understanding.” 








